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teu , 
Feet } 
> 
Con@eod ty € wholesale 
oO wenn ties 14 49590 (4 
fara f oduct dc 
Foods rocesseed 4 
s ther a 
22 commodities 2/ 4 j 
Department store seles x 
insured am ioyment, tote +! ‘ ye 
Stete f ogr on tay 
Finance 
Currency cire ation 5/ ” ‘¢ 29, 1/64 
Federal Aeserve bank cred:t ststaending, tote! 4 4 24,964 
Member bark reserve balances 5/.. 4 > 6,806 
Excess reserves, estimated 5/.. a 570 
federa! Reserve reporting member benks ead y cities:4/ 
Demand deposits, adjusted fd 56,596 
Time deposits, except ver omen? . a j 2',465 
Loans end vestments (adjusted), tote 4 B4, 5 
5. Government of get ior 4 55,057 
Coster a dustriea and sor rene O86) .@ 22,125 
Real-estete ioens (gross) 4 52¢ 
failures jus? a Com r wber » 
Bond yie jomestic coroorete (Moody's) 5 ercent y ; 
Stock ' #6 ,480 stocks (Steer 4 Poor' 4a 5 Wea 1X ¥.5 
industriats, 420 stocks 4 413.9 
Product 
Bi tum ut ” > / ? f wt? ,45 
Electric ywees y ut tie f , 1,912 
Passenge ere and tr k (werd"s) mer AAM 
Patr aum Corude) 4 ensete 5/ tr ‘ ¢ 6,767 
tee / ’ 8 f hor? ? ‘ 4 
rcent f cape ty s 
Freight a a }3 ’ n t f ors 6% 
Misce! |eneous a 
\/ Dete a t siweys « er celender week 7 Tuesday or 6 5/ De 
Product 4,422 thous, short tons perat ) rote 46.4 percent * 
which ere besed on higher capacity 
MONTHLY BUSINESS 
| 
} 254 
i } 
December 
, 
ENERAL BUSINES ie ATOR‘ 
Industrie! and rere: a fe res 
faeiltures, tote sm er 417 
Commerc:e! ser ce a 72 
Construct n. . . ese «+f ¥ 
Manutecturing end a 9g é 204 
Rete TOD. .cawane ) 4is 
Wholes@le Trade, ...seus ~ a vt 
lities (current), totel ? us f dol 40, 5 
Commercial ser ODo- > > , do, : 1,857 
Construction, os da 5, 926 
Menufecturing and mining .do, 7,526 
Retail trade d 8,509 
Wholesale traede..... 4 6,255 
COMMODITY PRICE 
Consumer pr . Ce~« a tems 941-49 — 1 OK 14,5 
Appere!. eQavce 4.5 
Food... é ool 110.4 
Deiry products....s«. Gisses 106.8 
Fruits end vegetables do 8.4 
Meets, poultry, ar fia 00...4+ 2.2 
Housing . . G0... 9,7 
Gas and electr VV sc. ° , «+90. .4% 9 
Housefurnishings... ° esos ~-00.. 5.4 
Rent 00... 29.4 
Medica! care 6 126.5 
Persone! care eeGBece 115,¢€ 
Reading and recreation «+» +9O,.. 106,6 
Transportation. ...ssss G0... 27.5 
Other goods end services See 6 iv.9 
Purchasing power of the dollar es measured by- 
Wholesale prices sGOeces 91.5 
Consumer COS. cca ‘ : eee eee eee «+ BO..6s 67.5 
Retel! food prices..... cscs 90.6 
i/ tndex based on 1935- eo ix s 91.6 2/ indexes besed on |935-596/00 
prices, 2.2; reteil taod, 45.5 
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r y 
Feb. 26 Fet “4 Fet 
+ ‘ 
7 4 11.9 
#95 Ba 
° 5.2 7.7 
®1i5.7 > 
90.9 2 66.9 
5 x” 77 
27,074 656 , 647 
Bae ‘ 5 1,497 
9, 796 %),224 %,2¥ 
24,952 25,246 25, 104 
16, 71¢ 6,834 18,773 
6068 444 475 
56,744 57,607 57,048 
21,476 21,446 <1, 466 
84,24 Aa, 694 B4, 143 
44,75 28, 822 26,49" 
22, 108 26,260 26, 181 
7,34 , 154 6, 162 
18 3 2% 
5.2 5.28 5.26 
260, 527 Z'.e 
514.4 369.5 469.5 
,46/7 626 692 
9,7 ‘ 11,343 
166,24 67,272 in af 
6. 789 , ) O46 
19 444 2,4” 
#90. f .s 99.1 
av 6f 684 
556 5572 554 
aver age 4/ wednesday dates 5/ Weer 
y lex ¢ febrvuer 9s # Not a 
T 
Je ory October Novem er 
; 4 } 
939 219 945 
a? ai "« 
8 136 155 
” a 96 
45¢ 4357 462 
ii4 85 64 
34,777 42,785 
5,655 238” 
6,715 9,744 
10,407 4, 106 
9,586 2,02¢ 
2,416 5,068 
114.5 14.9 5, 
03.5 104.6 4 
110,¢ 6 9.8 
106.4 7.5 1.6 
10,6 4.5 109 
12,4 ».9 7 
19.6 20.8 120.9 
109.4 -é 111.5 
104.6 104.4 104.5 
129, 1.6 ~.9 
26.5 26.7 29.86 
113.7 117.0 117.5 
6.9 106.7 106.8 
27.6 126.6 | 1286.5 
19.9 120.6 120.6 
7.8 89.6 49.9 
Ay? « a7_0 a? | 
9.4 9.5 9i.1 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3 












































T 
1954 1955 1956 
TEM } y ' 
December January Oc tober | November | December January 
t ; + + 
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 
Construction contracts ewarded, 57 States (F.w. Dodge Corp.) 

Tote! projects...... TTT TT TT TT TITiTrririrrirtrrr number. . | 62, 594 54,385 | 61,1355 | 54,856 50,551 51,949 

Tote eliuetion.... ‘ mil, of dol... | , 829 ri,485 1,665 1,797 , 921 1,858 
Building, BORO) ccocvoscccsceccesecoccecocccooeeses a 1,465 ri,2% 1,475 1,388 | 1,438 1, 956 

Sonstruction cost index 

—. 4. Boeckh end Associates, everage, 20 cities: 

Apartments, hotels, and office buildings | 
Hr k and concrete i 258.5 258.8 2768.5 269, | 2770.1 271.2 
sade 255.8 254.6 | 264.4 | 265, 206, | 267.1 
eR 257.1 257.7 266.2 | 206.7 267.5 268.4 
266.2 266.4 276.5 | 2776.86 778. | 279.4 
evnseones 262.2 262.5 273.6 | 274.4 275,35 276.3 
255.7 256.2 | 264.6 265.2 265.7 267.2 
anedakicaks 256.4 257.4 | 266.4 | 266.9 267.5 268. | 
245.9 246.0 | 259.0 259.4 260.6 261.35 
. 257.7 2586.4 | 266,8 267.4 268.0 269.1 
2751.7 252.4 260.8 261.5 2761.9 262.7 

Federa! Governoment tinence 

Receipts, TEIOlecccccccscevesooesecsesesoeseses mil, of dol, 4,217 4,635 | 2,998 5,527 5,537 4,915 
Receipts, MOT... ..ccceveees avecetss doecbeuese eeenee eOBecce 5,742 4,655 2,692 4,662 4,689 4,6%4 
SPEER. cccccses evedses eevee peeuevees pldneoubebade a 47 48 62 | 65 6 59 
income and employment Tex@S......0..cceccccssesseces d0.... 5,204 3,638 , 875 4,215 5, 962 3,727 
Miscellaneous interne! Te@v@NUG... cc eee cee seuees secotSBeoss 80) 16 8x 1,008 a79 Ass 
a ther TOC@IDTS. ..ccceeseses WETTTITITITITiTTTt tit dc.. 165 4 i173 240 440 275 

Emponditures, VOtOlccccccccceccccedovcseseseses sevcceE@cce 6,268 4,942 5,355 | 5,172 5,651 5,274 
interest on public deb?......cees eee boeseeaseesued eee 1,200 222 Sa2 | S42 5s” 625 
veterens' services and benef 401 $79 OA p47¢ »408 p402 
Nationa! SeCuUT ITY. .cccscccceces 5,759 3,176 5, 161 oS ite 03,477 o5,026 
a ther expendi tures..... ee yal i, 164 1,268 p!|,08¢ pi,'70 pi,2ig 

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCT* 
Organic chem cals, production; 

Acetic acid (synthetic and natural). ....eseccs thous. of ib... 41,069 45,07! i 47,014 47,265 Ge,vee E. esexeseoe 

Acet anhydride... 65,5768 67,686 | 10, 722 73,49) 80,027 seeesese 

Acety!salicyltic ecid (aspirin) 1, 142 1,194 | 1,705 | 1, 30 ) Se) Bo sinctbuee 

Creosote loceocotcccece eeves 10,088 9,565 | 10,340 | 10,725 O,70O EF ceccoces 

i csccesncsanvesisioddneysciccnteunses 6,036 9,359 10,273 10,34 ER! Bh wckedon 

Ethy! ecetete (85%) | 5,105 7,336 | 1,609 | 6,124 1,636 peace 

Ethylene glycol... ssessees ° 54,032 51,599 64,695 75,53 .S7e FF secseces 

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO)... 84,910 77,226 107,005 | ptt, tel 107,479 li ala at 

Methano! 

Neture!l (1008)......500e Cceceecceseseresese thous. of gel... 176 170 | 197 | Be 1S © eccesess 
ynthetic (1008)... .ssee. ececcevesecosooes socveece s0e8O. eee 6,974 15,595 17,696 | 17,206 19,675 Fo csesvess 

Phthalic enhyOr id@...cccccccsescccess crseeceee thous, of Id.. 26, 576 25,796 | $1,174 | 29,980 29,749 TrTriit 

Synthetic plastics end rasin meterieis, production: 

Cellulose ecetete and mixed ester plestics } 
ee ee a. 5,662 5,290 3, 680 5,495 4,041 peséeset 
Molding end extrusion meter:eals... eee 6,470 6,908 | 6,574 6,4 7,705 a6 0686008 

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, end Tubes.........66005+ 40.... 329 4i4 ais 45! GD fF cccctoes 

Other cellulose plastic8....... Cooegeseedecesoesesoes «00.... 452 555 | 45 CO 645 455 naam 

Phenolic end other ter Ocid TeSinS.....c.ceeceeseneees 40.... 55,010 34, 394 44,619 | 144,06 43,0046 | cecseees 

PolyOtyTORSs ccoccescestescecees pueouseosesseses veneeesOBeese 4,205 36,860 | 46,460 | 486,272 Li ME TTTT TCE 

Urea end melamine resins....... Soveveseceesvesoosoeres do... 20, 344 20,696 | 26,498 25,197 24,206 seve 

Vinny! POSING. ceeceees eeeceeseseoess eoeevesceccese cee ee8Osees 49,773 53,762 | 62, 159 62 , 20 61,285 

Alkyd resin$....eseees Seeresoceccccscncsoccrscoeneses er 30,285 $1,441 | 35,460 | 34, 464 55,689 

Rosin modi fic@tions......eee+s WTTTTTITITITITITI TTT TTS d0.... 9,209 11,555 12,628 | ii,083 16,609 4  sscsoece 

FOODSTUFFS 
Livestock sisughter (Federally inspected) | | 

ee ee eee. thous, Of enimelis.. 64 565 7276 | 700 6535 (02 

Set ccaubaanuws F 1,583 1,521 | 1,693 | |, 662 1,617 1,697 

ME onc sdeseneserones 6,119 5,519 | 6,144 | 6,857 1,324 6, 705 

Sheep and lembs......... eereers ees 1,167 1,225 1,248 1, 162 1,195 1, 329 

Meets, production, TOTO! .ccecsceeers cccccsoccoonsM™t, OF 18.. 2,120 1,995 2,121 | 2,254 2,340 2,512 

Beef and veol....... PPTTTITITITT PPTTTTITITITT thous. of ib... 912,254 663,571 | #70, 324 961,519 |,O3,&2a4 

Lamb O90 MUTTON... cccccecccserccsasesesees Perr TT TTT rT do... 54,704 58,610 ; 52,655 53,649 64,032 

Pork, including terd,.... Coeresscceccoes eevesees TrTiT.. tt |, 153,258 |,050,606 1,065,863 1,250, 52 |, 324,099 1,212,805 
LOO ccccsccvesseceese eecessveceseseseese ovccceses .d0 225, 859 205, B84 | 190, 12° 2535, 532 261,249 240,97 

Tobecco, manufactured products: ! 

Production, TOTB!..cccccsscceeseees Scvecescece thous. of ib.. 14,556 | 17,595 | 16,179 1S, 19H FT oeees ee 
Chewing, PIUG, ONE TWIST. .cccccsesseessesuereseeeess do... 5,689 | 6,660 | 6,627 5,587 Ff sccccees 
SOGK IRS. ccvcccene seuceowocedevnssbescoacss setecceeOOrees 5,764 | 1,256 6,4 4,747 cl lace 
Srull. .cosscccceccscesecccsessesecee . 5, 104 | 5,260 3,249 5, 100 cevececee 

Consumetionr (wi thdrewsels): | 
Cigarettes, small: 

Tex-free..... bovaddptabetersannes ie , 2,805 2,644 | 2,449 | 2,416 2,570 > 

Siesccandetions er Pay ; vee] 26,651 438 32,937 | 32,664 | 27,987 | ........ 
Cigars, Tex-p@id...sesess eeccee cecerceeecsesece Thousands. . 426,019 408,56 | 991,062 | 615,199 452,028 oveceres 
Menufectured tobecco end snuft, tex-peid....fhous, of 16,, | 14,042 15,924 | 16,807 | 16,009 15,415 seBeoove 


c/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. 
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METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


iron ore (Leake Superior district): 
Consumption by furneces us, 6,620 7,488 7,663 
Stocks, end of month, , oe 37,470 | 51,040 44,559 
At turneces séaue badd 31, 360 . 43,718 37,539 
On Leke Erie docks... Joos 6,110 | 7,323 6,820 
Castings, grey iron: 
Orders, untilled, for sele thous. of shor? tons.. 763 | 1,062 1,075 
Shipments, TOTOl...cccccsceces — 1,092 1,306 ri,260 
e- 565 | 697 664 
Castings, melieadie iron: 
Orders, untilied, tor sale we 5 99,817 2 116,981 123, 107 
Shipments, total....... TT 62,026 | 99,280 r99, 946 
ead 48,000 | . : 58,069 60,409 
Pig iron, production,..... P 5,785 6,699 6,954 
Castings, steel: 
Shipments, totel......+. 96,238 152, 381 r 158,982 
For sale, eece 75,044 116,908 122,201 
Rei lwey specialties 13,609 | 25,635 29,003 
Stee! forgings (tor sale): 
Orders, untiiled, total ‘ 487.8 ° 564.7 592.4 
SHIBTBRTS, WMO cocecencoscccecccccccccccosccessccesOBecee . 135.9 . 156.1 158.1 
Orop end upset. 103.0 | y 119.7 120, 1 
Mechine tools (metal-cutti rg types): | 
. | ° 455.5 r534.i 


+O, 8vg. Shipments, P 203. 
‘ 167, 3 214.2 r257.8 


Cotton: j|/ 
Consumption 
Manutectures: 
Spindle activity (cotton system spindies) 
Active spindies, lest working dey, tote!... 
Consuming 100 percent cotton 
Spindie hours operseted, aii tibers, tote!l.. 
Average per working dey 
Consuming 100 percent cotton 
Operations es percent of capacity 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 


716,045 | 737,056 


20, 782 20,663 
19,282 19,302 
9,934 10,290 

497 515 

9, 164 9,512 

138.0 144.9 


Motor vehicies, registrations: 
New passenger Cers......+.. oe 656,611 440,024 576,045 509,155 630,488 
New commercial cars ee 

Roi lway equipment, Americen Railwey Car institute: 


Freight cars: | 
Shipments, tote! oe 2,240 2,014 4,233 5,845 5,814 
Equipment menufecturers, 1,436 1,605 2, 856 2,749 2,714 
Domestic. cece ee 1,377 1,605 2,455 2,551 2,696 
Reilroad shops, a 604 409 1,377 1,096 1,100 

Passenger cors, equipment manutecturers 

Orders untilled, end of math, 757 761 455 ws 860 
DSMOST I Co ccccccescccvecesecocesesesceceseoecesose 0... 671 695 424 390 85! 
Shipments, totel... Deno 57 ac 206 A ~ 
34 18 204 3% tt ” 


69,638 62,23) | 87,262 75,756 93,735 

















r/ Revised. g/ Preliminary. |/ Dete tor December |954 and December 1955 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 
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